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Promoting quality 
public education for  
EVERY student



Sponsor educational opportunities that foster a culture of 
excellence, equity, and inclusion in all MDUSD schools

Provide funds and resources for TK-12 educational 
activities beyond the standard curriculum including STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, art, and math)

Collaborate with local businesses and organizations to build 
partnerships that bring relevant learning opportunities into 
our classrooms

Aasim Yahya

The foundation was excited to expand 
its vision by welcoming our new Student 
Advisory Committee. The committee’s 
student voices work to support our 
mission, and the committee chair has 
a voting seat on the foundation board.  
The committee’s inaugural year got off 
to a fast start, providing mentorship 
to 12 district students participating in 
the Contra Costa County Science and 
Engineering Fair.  SAC also hosted a virtual 
poetry slam for high school students, 
which highlighted racism in society, 
education inequity, and basic humanity.
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When I look into the faces of our students this past year, I feel hopeful for them. These 
are the high schoolers who missed their proms, the sixth graders who didn’t get to properly 
spread their wings as middle schoolers, the kindergartners whose introduction to real school 
was a face on a screen. These and all the students in between are the kids who are the Covid 
distance-learning generation. 

What have they learned? What have our teachers learned? Resilience, surely.  Distance 
learning works for some, but in-person learning works for most.  And now, as we look 
hopefully toward full reopening for the 2021-2022 school year, we find ourselves at a critical 
time in education.  With your help, we can provide new and inspiring opportunities for ALL 
MDUSD students. 

Your support allows us to fund experiences beyond the regular curriculum—more programs, 
more hands-on learning experiences, more field trips, more art and music, science, and 
math. We are looking to expand in areas that make students want to learn. That love of 
learning created our new Student Advisory Committee whose members helped launch the 
inaugural MDUSD Poetry Slam, increased student participation for the MDUSD Science Fair, 
and continue to generate ideas to support the foundation’s mission. We can continue to be 
innovative for our students if you provide the resources and support. 

Every student in our school district is a gem regardless of which school they attend, and each 
of them deserves an extraordinary education to help them find their passion. Our goal is to 
help them do just that. 

Can we count on you?

Sincerely,

Mary P. Gray
Mary P. Gray 
Board President 2020-2021

Letter from the Board President

To promote excellence in the educational experience of 
students who attend schools governed or authorized by the 
Mount Diablo Unified School District
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The foundation was thrilled to be able to fund contracts for science curriculum 
programs for ALL district students this year. The Mystery Science program was 
rolled out to elementary school classrooms at the beginning of the school year.  
In January, Mosa Mack programs were provided to middle school students, 
while Gizmos was offered to high school science classrooms.  That adds up to 
over 30,000 students with access to science enrichment!

“Mosa Mack is an excellent middle school 
foundational science platform that uses 
both traditional and distance learning 
to get students interested in the topics 
covered through comic video shorts and 
lab experiences. Gizmos is a wonderful high 
school biology online simulation science 
platform that allows students to manipulate 
a variety of data sets to analyze and draw 
conclusions.” 

– Randy Monroe,  
Foothill Middle School science teacher

“I love mystery science! It has great activities for students both online 
and in person, and it motivates all learners!”

 – Marla Ware, 2/3rd grade teacher,  
Valle Verde Elementary School

Bay Area  
Urban Debate League
The Foundation was pleased to partner with the Bay Area Urban Debate 
League to provide competitive policy debate to high school students at 
Ygnacio Valley, Concord, and Mt. Diablo high schools.  Although practices and 
competitions were conducted virtually and all our district students were new 
to debate, several students took top honors at their competitions.  We look 
forward to supporting an expanded team next year!

Having fun at a virtual debate practice session

Science Enrichment District-Wide

Art in Action
For the fourth year in a row, we partnered with 
Art in Action to provide hands-on, Common 
Core-aligned curricula to 16 classrooms at Wren 
Avenue and Bel Air Elementary schools. 

Students in this program learn about artists and 
works of art from diverse cultures across the 
globe. Using artistic vocabulary, learners dive  
into varied works, from Guinean Banda masks 
and Renaissance masterpieces through 20th 
century contemporaries like Ruth Asawa and 
Jackson Pollock. The best part? Students then 
create their own masterpieces, using the styles 
they learned about while adding their own 
personal flair.

How do plants pollinate? Mystery Science students at 
Pleasant Hill Elementary can tell you!

Boning up with Randy Monroe and Mosa Mack ScienceFuture scientist at work! 

A Picasso in the making! A student follows along with the online lesson

A student Artist presents her masterpiece to her Zoom classmates.



When our schools began hybrid instruction in March, teachers recognized the 
need for convenient outdoor learning spaces where students could more easily 
socially distance and take advantage of the learning environment outside their 
classrooms. However, carrying supplies and finding a place to sit outside was 
often challenging.  

To this end, working in conjunction with the MDUSD Garden Education 
Program, the foundation funded the purchase of plastic buckets with padded 
lids for supplies and seating plus clipboards to be used at schools to help 
create outdoor classrooms. Many schools plan to continue using the supplies 
next year so students can continue learning in the great outdoors.

Enjoying the learning and the sun at Rio Vista Elementary

“Seed ya later!”  El Monte students learn about plants in the great outdoors

Makes a handy desk, too!

Garden Education 
Program— 
Kids Cook Tonight!
Funded by the foundation through a grant from Sprouts Healthy 
Communities Foundation, the district’s Garden Education Program 
pivoted from teaching about healthy cooking in school gardens 
and classrooms to providing distance-learning, at-home cooking 
kits to over 5,000 students.

Outdoor LearningOutdoor Learning

Remembering to include the veggies!

“My son had so much fun making the soup! He was very proud of 
himself & ate it for multiple meals. Thanks so much!” 

–Sequoia Elementary first grade parent

“Tonight, my son cooked the Lentil Soup with Brown Rice kit for dinner. 
It was a delicious meal the whole family enjoyed!  Just wanted to say 
thanks for providing this fun and delicious opportunity for kids to get 
in the kitchen!”  

– Bancroft Elementary fifth grade parent



Young Audiences
The foundation, with funding from a grant from the Dean and 
Margaret Lesher Foundation, again partnered with Young 
Audiences of Northern California to provide arts-integrated 
curriculum at Wren Avenue Magnet Arts Elementary School.  The 
teaching artists, representing music and dance disciplines, worked 
with all 14 classroom teachers to provide student engagement and 
arts-integrated lesson plans.

Project Lead the Way
The foundation continued to support the implementation of Project Lead the 
Way curriculum, providing funds for science and engineering purchases at 
elementary, middle, and high schools. Materials included computer science and 
life science modules, robotic kits, 3-D printers, and distance-learning supplies.

Giving
Annual Campaign
This year the foundation kicked off our inaugural Annual 
Giving Campaign in February.  The STEAM-4-Students/Give 
10 campaign asked district families to give $10 for each 
student or spend 10 minutes to like, follow, and share us 
on social media.  The campaign was a great success, raising 
over $12,000 and bringing 138 new donors. 

Cars 2nd Chance  

The foundation began partnering with Cars 2nd Chance, 
a volunteer-run, local non-profit organization that cuts 
out the middleman and maximizes the funds generated 
by vehicle donations. When vehicles are donated through 
the MDUSD Education Foundation, we receive a portion of 
every donation. 

Ygnacio Valley High School robotics team; inset: Ygnacio Valley High represents with engineering design innovation awardYgnacio Valley High School robotics team; inset: Ygnacio Valley High represents with engineering design innovation award

“The students were very excited about having our dance class 
every week and loved hearing about different dances around 
the world.”  

– Wren Avenue Kindergarten teacher  

“The artist found ways to be inclusive of everyone in my 
class (including the teacher!) He was very warm and offered  
alternate body movements for those who needed it.” 

–Wren Avenue 3rd grade teacher  
Zoom-delivered thank-you notes from second graders to artist  
Danny Giray after his final lesson

$122,304.55

454
Number of Donations

323
Number of Donors

Total Revenue

2020-2021 REVENUE 
Grants                            $45,000.00
Business Donations        $42,448.87
Individual Donations       $30,382.86
Employer Match              $  3,585.71
Events                              $  1,370.00
Total Revenue:               $ 122,787.44

2020-2021 EXPENSES 
Programs $9,8701.40 

Operating $  6,061.55

Fundraising $  1,541.60 

Total Expenses:$106,304.55

In its fourth year, the foundation increased its 

number of active donors by nearly 60% from the previous 

year while steadily increasing annual revenue.

Our 6% expense ratio, well below the industry standard, 

reflects an all-volunteer management team focused on 

maximizing student program funding out of every  

donor dollar.

Give 10 Campaign Thank you social media post

Finances Cut-paper collage student work inspired by Spanish artist Joan Miró



2020-21 DONOR LIST

* Includes in-kind donations

Honor Roll Professional
The Honor Roll Professional program includes real estate agents and other 
professionals who have partnered with the MDUSD Education Foundation 
to demonstrate their dedication to strong schools and community values. 

Know a real estate agent?  Ask them to join!
Angie Traxinger

Platinum $1000+

Angie Evans Traxinger 
Village Associates

Gold $500+

Vivian Miller 
Keller Williams Realty
Tom Nevin 
Intero, Walnut Creek/Tice Valley

Pete Paredero 
Dudum Real Estate Group

Joe Stokley 
Stokley Properties

Bronze $100+

Long Nguyen 
Dudum Real Estate Group
Jan Sullivan Ramsey 
RE/MAX Accord
Lindsey Sindayen 
Dudum Real Estate Group

Honor Roll Business Partner
In 2019, the foundation inaugurated Honor Roll Business Partners. Business and community leaders know that 
dynamic and successful schools attract families to the area, contributing to vibrant commerce.

Honor Roll Business Partners recognizes companies and organizations that have stepped up to support our 
students. We are grateful for their contributions! 

Champion $20,000+

Ridge $1,000+ Trailhead $500+

Beacon $5,000+

Summit $2,000+

Bricklayers, Tilesetters and Allied Craftworkers, Local 3
Mt. Diablo Orthodontics • Pacific States Aviation

Bay Alarm • Brown Gee Wenger LLP
International Union of Elevator  

Constructors Local 108 
Iron Workers Local 378

Safe at Home Inspection Service

Creek $250+

Matt Rinn
925-671-0222
MyAgentMatt.net

Sheet Metal Workers 
Local 104

Iron Workers 
Local 378

Clayton Valley/Concord Sunrise

CHAMPION  
$20,000+  
Dean & Margaret  
Lesher Foundation 

MAJOR DONOR
$10,000+  
Mechanics Bank 
Pacific Service  
Credit Union

Sprouts Healthy 
Communities 
Foundation 

PLATINUM
$1,000+  
Anonymous
Bob & Cindy Brittain 
C&H Sugar  
Clayton Valley/Sunrise 
Rotary  

Earn & Learn
Educational Research & 
Development Institute 

Heritage Bank of 
Commerce

International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers Local 302 

Iron Workers Local No. 378
Khaund Family Fund at 
the East Bay Community 
Foundation 

Mt. Diablo Resource 
Recovery  

Jennifer Hosel Pacis 
Plumbers & Steamfitters 
Local 159  

Matt Rinn,  
State Farm Insurance

Sheet Metal Workers’ 
Union Local 104 

Angie Evans Traxinger, 
real estate agent 

Urban Barber College 
Vestia, Inc.  
Robert and Sherry 
Whitmarsh 

Yours Humanly 

GOLD  
$500+  
Bay Alarm  
Bridget Billeter 
Brown Gee & Wenger 
Andrew Clark 
International Union of 
Elevator Constructors 
Local 8  

Rachel and Aaron Del 
Carlo Levy  

Matt and Olivia Lovett 
Linda Mayo 
The Medwedeff Family 
Vivian Miller,  
real estate agent 

Guy and Kathy Moore 
Tom Nevin,  
real estate broker 

Peter Paredero,  
real estate agent 

Vishwas Prabhakara 
Safe at Home  
Inspection Service 

Stokley Properties 

SILVER 
$250+  
Anonymous
Dominic Aliano 
Bricklayers, Tilesetters 
and Allied Craftworkers, 
Local 3 

Robert Chamberlain 
Jessica and James Clark
Cindy Darling 
Lisa Elting 
Joseph Emerson
Matt Francois
Mary Gray and Ray Triana
Anne Kao  
Kerri Klein and  
Themba Fletcher 

Terri Kurfurst-Denslow
Alan Lovett and  
Bill Simmons 

Lynne Mackey
Mary Kay Melton
Mt. Diablo Orthodontics
Pacific States Avation
The Reimer Family 
Mona and Ron Ricard 
Rob and Nerie Rosko 
Heather Rosmarin 
Tina Segrove 
The Terminello Family 
Holly Tillman 
Ernst and  
Rocio van Nierop 

BRONZE  
$100+  
Anonymous (3) 
Rebeca Ayala 
Joey Barr 
Lourdes Beleche
Kasey Bernard 
Vivian Boyd 
Tawnya Brode 
Bill and LeAna Brostoff
Wenhao Chen
Jack Coakley  
and Holly Warburton

Katrina Cookie
Lisa Corrigan Elting
Lynne Dennler
Amanda Doherty
Wendy Dyer
Susan Edwards
Hanni and Amy Fakhoury
Allison & Steve Green 
Anna Halverson 
Sue Hamill  
Tamara Helfer 

Joanne Higa-Parton
Eileen Hinds
Amy Hines-Shaikh
The Horn Family
Katherine Hutches
Carrie Iriki  
Jennifer Isaacs
Trang Ito  
Frank Jimenez 
William Jordan
Peter & Virginia Jozwik
Kenneth Kievit
Jeremy and  
Helena Lamb 

Jackie and Neal Maillet
Cristiana May
Daniel J Michalske
Pat Middendorf
John Montagh 
Jennifer Neys
Long T. Nguyen, real 
estate agent

Keisha Nzewi 
Rebecca Orbegoso
Megan and Jon Panza
Aidong Peng
Marcella Place 
Holly Plank  
Jan Ramsey,  
real estate agent 

Peter Reed 
Gwen Regalia
Shannon Reif
Sara Roca
Maria E. Rodriguez
The Schneider Family 
Angie Seto 
Lindsey Sindayen,  
real estate agent

Mitchell Thornbrough
Valerie Thygesen 
Angel Triana
Gail & Phil Van Tassell
Mark Wagner
Steve & Janice Walker
Flynn Waters
Veronica Wieneke
Kevin Wilk  

DONOR  
up to $99  
Anonymous (4)
Scott and  
Kristine Acevedo 

Linda Adler 
Dalisay Agustin 
Jacob Airola
Amazon Smile
Christina Angell 
Lina Arbic  
Joaquin Arredondo
Marian and  
Steve Bachofer 

Jeannie Balido

Claudia Ioana Bamer 
Teija and Eric Barnett 
Veca Batke 
Ali Bedwell 
Kelly Beers 
Lynne Beeson
Sam Benabou
Gail Bland 
Cheistina Bowen
Kerstin Bozych
Kimberly Bredehoft
Genevieve Breshears 
Catherine Brew-Cain
Joe Bunik 
Jenny Burnett
April Bush 
Angela Bushnell
Theresa Butler-Brandt
Christopher Calderon 
Chris Celio 
Sona Chakradeo
Tirathai Cheowtirakul
Kyra Cherry
Neli Chyr
Annie Clausen
Caroline Clerenpuy 
David Colclough
Allysa Coltrin
Reena Concepcion
Lyone Conner
Sara Couser
Gail DeFries
Cathy and Larry Del Carlo
Gina Del Carlo
Chrissy Del Carlo
The DeTrinidad Family
Christine Dietrich
Marie Doelitzsch
Scott Donald
Joan Donohoe
Colleen Dowd
Rachelle Dress
Nancy Ducut
Michael Dunning
Kathryn Durham-
Hammer  

Daniel Edgar 
Jane Enloe  
Facebook  
Laurence and  
Luiza Feyh 

David Folke  
Ana Freitas  
Gloria Fudim
Tiffany Fung
Alexandra Gale
Lydia Gali  
The Garcia Family
Sara Garewal
Susana and David 
Gonzales  

Cole Gonzales 
Shari Gonzalez 

Allison Grant Rule
Miho Gunter
Ashley Gustafson
Simi Hansen
Sabrina Hansia
Shauna Hawes
Erica Hays  
Sheila Hill  
Kelly Hoang 
Meg Honey  
Bill Hotter  
Jessica Hoversen
Marni Hutchins
Janice Innocenti
Natalie Ivankovich
Pam Jacob  
Matthew S. Jacoby
Tuija Jagoda 
Angela Jara  
Karen Jenkins
Kristina Johnson
Cyndi Joly  
Rayna Kamerzell
Hyeok Kang
Brenda Karim
Jessica Keding-Casey
Wendy Klos
Natalya Kolyvaiko
Anne Kriegner
Amanda Kuzio
Evan Kyono 
Isabel Lara  
Juanita Lee  
Alissa Levy  
Flynne Lewis 
Kerry Little  
Mark Loewenstein
Caroline Lovett
Carl Lovio  
Maria L. Lucero-Bueno
Tracy Lussier
Julie Machado
Debra Mason
Aliza May  
Ann McKenzie-Hester
Yvonne Mennel 
Beth Miller  
Leslie Mills  
Anne Marie Mills 
Helene Munoz
Victoria Naulleau
The O’Steen Family
Range Real Estate
Christina Parra
Brianna Pastor 
Jill Peterson
Korey Pieper
Anna Pizzileo 
Holly Place  
Bert Polacci 
Raluca Pop  
Marla Powers

Angelica Quezada
Alicia Ramos
Ginelle Rasch
The Regenstein Family
Emma Rennie
Tisha Reyes
Jaimie Ricchiuto
Ariana Rickard
Chelsea Ridenour 
Jill Ridlehoover
Mike Rijavec
Dina Ritthaler
Shellie Roanhaus
Kimberly Roberts 
Felix Ronin 
Susana Rosales
Carla Rosales
Lillian Roselin
Cindy Rubin
Bridgid Ryan
Mohammad Safi
Rhonda Salmer-Parham
Mayra Sandoval
Jill Scheidel 
The Schellenberg Family
Jason Scher
Kathy Schultz 
Yu Tseng Schwartz
Brooke Schwiers
Patricia Scott
Karlynn Scott
Cheri Scripter
Jess Seghers
Neha Sharma
Monica Skiver
Oksana Sobol
Anuta Portillo Starkey
Lisa Stauffer
Sue Steeber
Benjamin and  
Jennifer Stripe 

Amanda Szakats 
Feilik Tan 
Heidi Taylor
Laura Torrez
Andrew Turnbull
Gayle Vassar
Thann Vernon
The Vernon Family

Dee Vieira  
Stephanie Wargo-Wilson
Sarah Wilcox 
Karen Wilk  
Ying Yu  
Shadi Ziaei  

MATCHING DONORS
AAA Insurance
Alaska Airlines
Chevron 
Genentech 
Wells Fargo Bank 
 



P.O. Box 5151 
Concord, CA 94524

In addition to your donations, we rely on the assistance of many associations and organizations to provide quality programming 
for all MDUSD students. Thank you to our current partners, and we look forward to working collaboratively with many more 
groups in the coming year!  

Design:  
UrbanBirdDesign.com 
Walnut Creek

mdedf.org
@MtDiabloEF
@MtDiabloEF
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94524

(925) 338-0805

www.mdedf.org
Nonprofit tax ID:  
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